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Learning Rates are Like Popcorn! 

Being the mom of three kids, I quickly realized that they were individually so different, and so were their rates of 

learning. Yet, they grew up in the same environment! One of my kids picked up reading before entering school, 

while the other two took more traditional paths, one of whom took so long that it even made us wonder if there was 

a significant problem.   We hear concerns from parents all the time about their child’s rate of learning and whether 

or not their child is developing “normally”. Many parents wonder if they should even have their child tested.  While 

one article won’t answer every question, this brief analogy might be helpful.  

It might help to think about kid’s academic growth kind of like popcorn.  While the kernels may be in 

the same oil, at the same time, with the same amount of heat, each one pops in its own time.  Keep 

in mind that what is considered “normal” or typical can change with each age.  There is a wider 

range of expected variation of development in lower primary grades like K and 1, and that variation 

narrows as students get older.  So it’s less concerning for a Kindergartener to be “below grade 

level” than in 4th grade because there is a wider range of “normal” at that developmental level. 

Some kids pick up things right away and some kids may just need more “time to pop”.  Generally 

speaking, if the child is making progress, and is within a year of typical grade level expectation, then we continue 

to monitor her or his progress and keep “shaking the pan”, or teaching, as the teacher insures that the student is 

being instructed at the appropriate level, analyzes their reading or math behavior, and targets any deficit areas.  

Strategies that are used with students to help them be successful can be documented in an AIS plan (Alternative 

Intervention Strategies plan).  If the student is not making progress or is becoming more than a grade level below 

“typical” grade level expectations, and seems to be falling farther behind, we may need to “raise the temperature” 

and perhaps provide an intervention that specifically targets weaker skills.  Interventions are usually specific 

programs that have been proven to have positive results and can be done by our Teaching Assistants, Reading 

Teachers, or Special Educators.  Hopefully, this helps the learning “pop” and is an important and necessary first 

step to addressing any issues. 

Sometimes a student may not be making progress due to an impairment that interferes with a life activity (like 

learning) that puts them at a disadvantage from their peers.  That can be a physical issue like vision issues or 

attentional issues and that also significantly interfere with learning. That student may need specific 

accommodations in the classroom to “level the playing field” and give them access to the same education that their 

peers enjoy.  For example, a student who may need an augmented hearing device or modifications made to 

assignments, and without those, the student won’t be able to learn.  In that case, the law that applies is the 504 

law; the same equal access law that requires ramps into buildings.   

On rare occasions, if a student is significantly behind grade level expectations, has had a research based 

intervention but is still not making progress, we may suspect that the student has a significant learning disability 

and we may need to get more information to make that determination and determine how to best instruct that 

student.  That process begins the Special Education Process which is defined under the IDEA law.  The process is 

very prescriptive with specific guidelines and timelines and an assessment might include academic and cognitive 

measures. Sometimes, parents request testing, but that will not necessarily lead to an assessment but will result in 

a meeting to make a team determination on whether enough evidence exists to warrant testing.   Testing a student 

is not necessarily the right course of action and testing a student too soon or without supporting data on their 

response to interventions could have unintended consequences.  Eventually, the process could result in a student 

receiving an Individual Educational Plan or an IEP that prescribes specialized instruction that is managed by a 

special educator which could supplant the general curriculum and is based on specific annual goals and 

objectives.   

Fheww, that’s a lot of information in a little article! Keep in mind that our teachers, reading specialists, school 

teams, and administrators are constantly monitoring student data and progress so that all students have access to 

the level of support that they need. If you have more questions, we will be glad to answer them!  Just like popcorn, 

my kids eventually “popped”, and we will do our very best to make sure that your kids do too! 

Principal Birus 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4238


 

 

 

January 1 

School Closed 

Happy New Year 

 

January 2-7 

Gr. 5 Drownproofing 

 

January 6 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

January 10 

PTA Family Game Night 

6:30pm 

 

January 20 

Schools Closed  

 Martin Luther King Day 

 

January 28 & 29 

2 hour Early Dismissal 

End of Second Marking Period 

 

January 30 

School Closed for Students 

 

January 31 

Beginning of 3rd Marking 

Period 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AACPS Calendar  

 

 

 

Building Self-Esteem 

 Self-esteem is the internal feelings a person has about himself/herself.  

A child’s self-esteem can be a determining factor in his/her academic 

success, social interactions, and personal well-being.   

Here are some tips to help build a healthy self-esteem in your child: 

Model healthy self-esteem by avoiding self-criticism.   

Take pride in accomplishments and accept limitations. 

Set realistic expectations for your child based on age and abilities. 

Spend time with your children and let them know they are loved and an 
important part of your life.  

Take an active interest in your child’s activities and interests.  

Focus on your child’s personal effort and improvement rather than 
failures. 

Treat your child with honesty and respect. 

Teach your child to love himself/herself by accepting who they are. 

A healthy self-esteem is not developed overnight. It’s nurtured over a 

lifetime.  A healthy self-esteem is one of the most precious gifts we can 

give to our children.   

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin, ammartin2@aacps.org  

Ms. Mary Kate Miller, mkmiller2@aacps.org 

 

Testing dates 

 

2nd grade - Jan. 6, 7 & 9 - 9:15am 

5th grade - Jan. 9 & 10 - 10:20am  

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf


Troop 115 we appreciate you! 

Thank you for all your hard work cleaning up the leaves at the Woods. 

Dress for the Weather 

Please make sure your 

children are dressed in multiple layers so 

they can adjust to whatever temperature 

changes happen, both inside and out.  Our 

rooms do NOT have stable temperatures 

all of our spaces are climate controlled by 

a computer at the Ft. Smallwood station.   

While the “guideline” is 32 degrees 

including wind chill, temps and conditions 

can change throughout the day.  We try to 

go out as much as possible.  Students 

should have hats, gloves and a good 

winter coat.  Dressing appropriately can 

help students concentrate and keep 

learning on track!  



MyPaymentsPlus™  

www.mypaymentsplus.com  

Lunch Schedule 

K  10:50-11:15 

1
st 

 11:20-11:45 

2
nd

  11:50-12:15 

3
rd

  12:20-12:45 

4
th 

 12:50-1:15 

5
th
    1:20-1:45 

2 Hr Early Dismissal 

       1
st

  10:35-11:00 

       K    11:00-11:25 

       
 
2

nd
 
 
11:25-11:50 

       3
rd

  11:50-12:15 

       4
th
  12:15-12:40 

       5
th
   12:40-1:05 

The Lost and 
Found is 

growing fast.  

  

Check it out in  
the Cafeteria.  

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to check 

out all the flyers at the 

end of the newsletter.  

2 Hr Late Arrival  

K   11:15 - 11:40 

 1
st    

11:45 - 12:10 

2
nd   

12:15 - 12:40 

4
th    

12:45 - 1:10 

3
rd       

1:15 - 1:40 

5
th      

1:45 - 2:10 

 

PowerSchool Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, secure 
communication tool connecting parents/guardians and schools. 
Using the PowerSchool student information system, the Parent 
Portal allows collaboration to improve student achievement. 
Online access to grades, attendance, and assignments makes it 
easier for parents to monitor, identify, and accelerate students 
in grades 1 through 12 progress in real time. 

Click HERE for more information. 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325


Dismissal 

Be sure your child knows what they are to do at dismissal.  

Keep the transportation plan consistent. Children thrive on routine, keeping the 

routine as consistent as possible is best for your child.  

If your child’s regular transportation changes, please send a note to the classroom teacher.  

Arrival  

Doors open each morning at 8:50am. There is no supervision outside prior to this time. 

Morning announcements start at 9:05am, students are expected to be in their 

seats at that time.  

If a student arrives late, the parent or guardian must bring the student to the 

office to sign them in and get a late pass.  

Volunteer Information 

We love volunteers! AACPS is committed to providing safe and secure 
learning environments for all students and employees.  All volunteers must 

view the Sexual Harassment and Child Abuse Video, found HERE. 
Send your verification form to the office when complete. 

In addition, volunteers must have either a Background Check or Fingerprinting. 
Visit HERE for more details. Once Fingerprinted bring your card to the office to be copied. 

Please note: Background Checks expires every 2 years. 

While volunteering at school, remember that all information that you observe during school 
is confidential. This includes information about students, teachers, and school. 

Bike Riders 

Only 4th and 5th graders are allowed the privilege of riding bikes 

to school.  

 

 WALK your bike on school property and across the 

street at cross walks. 

 All bike riders must wear helmets 

CWES is using an updated program for signing in all visitors and volunteers.  

Please allow for extra time and remember to bring your license whenever you 

are on school property.    

https://md02215556.schoolwires.net/Page/2460
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2179


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 3 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

February 10 

Report Card distribution 

 

February 12 

Unity Day 

2hr Early Dismissal 

Professional development 

 

February 17 

School closed - Presidents Day 

 

February 20 

Grades 3 & 5 - Field Trip 

 

February 28 

Drama Club Performance 6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is so much happening at Crofton Woods...wouldn’t you 

like to be part of the excitement?  

Visit the PTA website to get involved.  

CWESPTA 

https://www.cwespta.net/










From the Nurse’s Desk 
Dawn Felski, RN ~ 410-721-5370 

 
 

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR FLU SHOT? 

 

 

Influenza, commonly called the flu, is a contagious respiratory illness that usually strikes our population from 

December through February. The best action you can take to prevent the seasonal flu from affecting you and others 

is getting your flu vaccine. The seasonal flu vaccine is recommended for anyone ages 6 months and older. The 

vaccine greatly reduces your risk of getting the illness. While no vaccine is 100% effective, even if you do get the flu, 

your symptoms will be much milder than they would have been without the vaccine. And if you do not get the flu, you 

do not run the risk of spreading it to the people who are vulnerable to complications. 

 

 

WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ILL 

While prevention is the key, there may be times when your child does become ill with the flu. In order to protect the 

health of other students and school staff, children who are sick should not attend school. Students who are sick 

should remain home until they are fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medicines. Keeping your 

child home allows your child to rest and recover. If your child’s symptoms become severe, you should contact your 

child’s health care provider. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

FLU PREVENTION 

Wash your hands often during flu season. Always wash them after using the restroom and before eating or 

preparing food. In between, you can use an alcohol based hand sanitizer, and avoid touching your eyes, 

nose, or mouth. 

 

 

COVER YOUR MOUTH WHEN YOU SNEEZE 

 

When you cough or sneeze, viruses release into the air and other people inhale them. Covering your mouth 

& nose with a tissue or your inner elbow reduces the viruses that enter the air. Using your inner elbow or 

tissue instead of your hand, you are not spreading viruses to things you touch. 

 

 

DON’T GO TO WORK OR SCHOOL SICK. 

 

When others are sick, avoid contact with them. And when you are sick, keep your distance from others. 

Stay home from work, school, errands, and other events. Plus, getting plenty of rest will help you recover 

faster. 



From the Nurse’s Desk 
Dawn Felski, RN ~ 410-721-5370 













 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Get the Box Tops for Education app.  
2. Look for the Box Tops logo on participating products. 
3. Snap a photo of your receipt using the Scan button from the app within 14 days of purchase. 

 
Box Tops earnings are identified and automatically credited to Crofton Woods. 
 
Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production but may continue to be found on 
many products throughout the store as packages transition to the new Box Tops labels. You can 
still clip these and send them to school. Please make sure each clip has a valid expiration date. 
For ease of counting, please send all Box Tops in Ziploc bags.  


